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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, UK, GT. BH 

SUBJECT: GUATEMALA-BELIZE DISPUTE: UK REACTION 

1. DESPITE SENSATIONAL TREATMENT OE HMG'S JULY 7 RE- 
INFORCEMENT OF ITS GARRISON IN BELIZE BY THE TABLOID 
PRESS, POLITICAL AND MEDIA REACTION HAS BEEN STRIKINGLY 
LOW KEY. 

2. GOVERNMENT MINISTERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN HAVE 
STRESSED DEFENSIVE NATURE OE REINFORCEMENT DECISION, 
WHILE EXPRESSING THEIR HOPE THAT IT WOULD DETER ANY 
PRECIPITATE GUATEMALAN ACTION. MPS AND POLITICAL 
LEADERS HAVE SHOWN ONLY THE MOST CURSORY INTEREST IN 
THE SITUATION. 

3. MEDIA TREATMENT HAS GENERALLY BEEN RESPONSIBLE AND 
NON-ALARMIST, THOUGH STORY OF REINFORCEMENT AND HMG'S 
STATEMENT RECEIVED PROMINENT MENTION ON TV AND RADIO. 
THE ’QUALITY" PRESS CARRIED THE STORY ON THE FRONT PAGE, 
BUT TABLOIDS TOOK A TYPICALLY SENSATIONAL LINE, THOUGH 
LIBERALLY LACED WITH HUMOR. FOR EXAMPLE, DAILY EXPRESS 
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HEADLINED "GUARDS TO RESCUE", AND DAILY MIRROR, WHICH 
CHARACTERIZED BELIZE AS "THE CHEWING GUM COLONY", 
HEADLINED "WAR, BY GUM:". 
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